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APPEAL TO MEDIA

Dear Media Friends,

General Election to the Parliamentary Parliamentary constituency is on the anvil. On
April 19th, the voters of Puducherry will exercise their franchise. O/o CEO Puducherry
has been making elaborate arrangements for Poll day:

e Puducherry UT has 967 Polling Stations and 1023699 lakh voters.
30 Model Polling Stations have been planned and arrangements are being
carried out in full swing.

e The Model Code of Conduct is being enforced impartially to ensure a level
playing field.

e Round the clock control rooms and flying squads have been deployed to handle
any grievance of the voters.

2931 Senior Citizens and PwDs have opted for Home voting, and their votes have been
collected from their homes by polling officials.

Now, we are waiting to welcome the citizens of Puducherry on April 19th. Friends in
the media have been of enormous help. You have disseminated election related news
and have helped take our news to the public at large. You have given wide coverage
to our voter awareness activities.

In 2019, voter turnout in General Elections to Puducherry was 81.19 percent. This
year, we aim to increase our voter turnout as much as we can. Towards this, we have
mapped the low voter turnout areas using Geographic Information System tools. All
Polling Stations which had less than 75% voter turnout have been visually represented
in these maps. These GIS heat maps have been circulated to our field functionaries
and we have planned our outreach activities to target these areas specifically.

I would to like to appeal to my media friends to make use of the GIS based maps and
take the message of 100% ethical and informed voting to these low voter turnout
areas. With your support, I am sure we will reach new highs in democratic
participation.

With regards,
Chief Electoral Officer, Puducherry
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